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What are the next stages of God's Revelation? 
(Compendium of the Catechism, Question #8, CCC #59-64) 

 
“God chose Abram, calling him out of his country, making him "the father of a multitude of 
 nations” (Genesis 17:5), and promising to bless in him “all the nations of the earth” (Genesis 
 12:3). The people descended from Abraham would be the trustees of the divine promise made 
 to the patriarchs. God formed Israel as his chosen people, freeing them from slavery in Egypt. 
He established the Covenant on Mount Sinai and gave them His law. The prophets proclaimed a 
radical redemption of the people and salvation that included all nations in a new and 
everlasting covenant. From the people of Israel and the descendants of King David would come 
to the Messiah, Jesus.” 
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   1. The Old Testament, starting with Abraham and ending with the prophets the Bible sets 
before us the history of salvation that would culminate with the birth of Christ. The stories of 
the patriarchs, matriarchs, and prophets demonstrate how the divine plan plays out from 
generation to generation. Each stage introduces another covenant with the people of God that 
would find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ and the Apostolic Church. 
 
   2. For example, the Covenant made with Abraham to make him the "father of many nations, 
and the nations of the earth will find blessings through you" prefigures the universal mission of 
Christ and the Church. (See CCC #59-60). After God made the Covenant with Noah to reconcile 
and gather humanity to Himself, He chose the faithful Abraham to be the common ancestor 
and father of nations. The Abrahamic Covenant would gather the people into a holy nation 
dedicated to the God of Abraham. Through Abraham and his descendants, the Chosen People, 
would be formed. They would receive the Law of God from Moses. 
 
   3. Moses prefigures Jesus giving His Sermons on the Mount in the New Testament. The 
Mosaic Covenant would form the people into a holy priestly nation. The Jewish people would 
be the first to hear the word of God. They were to preserve this word or Law of God. Later 
through the prophets, would come the promise of an everlasting kingdom. The King/Messiah 
would usher in the new everlasting Covenant for Jews and Gentiles. 
 
   4. It is our Catholic faith that the people of the Old Testament are not legendary or mythical. 
Modern archeology has proven the existence of biblical places and events once considered 
legendary. These stages teach us that God is faithful, and when He makes a promise, He keeps 
it. Next, we can learn to trust in God's plan, especially when the world around us is going to hell 
in a handbasket. Another lesson from these stages is that we are faithful to Him, even when He 
reproves us for failure. Even when God thunders from the heavens, He will always forgive and 
keep His promises. 
 
   5. Lastly, God promised to gather all peoples to Himself and put His law in our hearts. He will 
gather us into the one holy people of God. Today we call that the Church. Jesus is a descendant 
of Abraham, and in Him, the world will be blessed and made holy. In our time, as Christians, we 
are the new "chosen people" announcing the everlasting reign of God in Jesus Christ.  
 
    
Next,   
 
What is the complete and definitive stage of God's Revelation? 
 
 
 


